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Karlsruhe, Germany. He is the author of  Who Opens (Kenning Editions, 2006) as well as 

chapbooks on Hand Held Editions, Instance Press, Answer Tag Press, and the Chicago Poetry 

Project Press. His work has recently appeared in many journals, including Chicago Review, 
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Left Having is a virtuoso performance 
of contending forces: subject and object, 
I and you, the will behind utterance and 
the will of utterance itself. In these deftly 
musical poems, language (object) turns into 
subject, always escaping the speaker’s will. 
Seldess takes us on a highly pleasurable 
journey into the materiality of semes, but 
behind the pleasure lies an urgency: how 
a hair’s-breadth difference between two 
words can translate to chasms of difference 
in meaning. What if the word were liable, 
what if it were reliable? The slipperiness of 
the signifier in Seldess’s inquiry into the 
conditional questions the very routes that 
events take to unfold via language. The 
brilliant final section is an investigation 
into the intersection of deixis and time, 
the certainty implied by pointing thwarted 
constantly by the delay in finding the 
word—the act of writing’s inherent deixis 
questioned, challenged. In Left Having, 
Jesse Seldess has given us a magnificent 
meditation on utterance itself. 
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